LETTERS TO AN UNKNOWN                   47

two hours, and I must say that I admired it
a great deal. As for your assertion that
you have never refused me anything, this lie
will procure for you several million years of
purgatory. I see that you desire my Etrus-
can gem, and, as I am more magnanimous
than you, I will not say, like Leonidas,
"Come and take it!" But how shall I
send it to you ?

XXVI.

PARIS, Tuesday night

You say, with a great deal of amiability,
that you do not wish to see me for fear of
boring me. Unless I am mistaken, we have
seen each other six or seven times in six
years, and if we add the minutes, we may
find that we have spent three or four hours
together, half of the time saying nothing.
As I have not the means to overcome your
resolutions, this one will end as you will,
but I think it silly not to see me. I beg
your pardon for this word, which is neither
polite nor friendly, but, unfortunately, true.
I ask of you nothing in exchange for myrsdays, wereght. It is evident that
